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2026 Commonwealth 
Games: Lake Nagambie 
Rowing venue bid

Council Plan 2021–2025, Aligns to the Community Vision themes:  
2) Live. Access. Connect. Focusing on economic and financial gains, and  
5) Strong. Health. Safe. Health & Wellbeing through sport and recreation.
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The  
opportunity:

The 2026 Commonwealth Games 
in regional Victoria provides a huge 
opportunity for the Nagambie Lakes 
Regatta Centre to enhance its potential 
to be the only Victorian international 
venue of choice for Commonwealth 
Games 2026 rowing and for future 
regattas for years to follow.

Strathbogie Shire Council has been 
strongly advocating to Government  
to restore rowing to the games and 
Lake Nagambie.

It’s the perfect place to host flatwater 
or inland coastal rowing at the 2026 
Commonwealth Games.

While our 2km long flatwater rowing 
course facilities are undisputed, we 
also have the capacity to host two 
inland coastal rowing events:

• 4-6km endurance event, and

• beach sprints.

Coastal rowing and beach sprints are 
confirmed 2022 Youth Olympic Games 
event and under consideration for the 
2028 Olympic Games in Los Angeles.

Council has shown we can deliver 
events of this capacity by hosting the 
Australian Rowing Nationals.

This opportunity would not simply draw 
international tourists to our region, it 
would enhance social, economic, and 
environmental outcomes across North 
East Victoria, which has so far missed 
out in the Regional Games.

This once in a lifetime investment in 
the Nagambie Lakes Regatta Centre 
will provide a legacy that allows our 
venue and region to host international 
rowing, festivals and community 
events into the future.

Lake Nagambie is home to National, State and 
local flatwater rowing. The Regatta Centre precinct 
offers capacity for inland coastal rowing including 
 a large beach, open water, plus exceptional 
spectator services and athlete facilities.

Cover: Aerial view 
of Nagambie Lakes 
Regatta Centre from the 
starting pontoon

1. and 4. Australian 
Olympic Rowing team 
training at Nagambie 
Lakes Regatta Centre 
in 2021.

2. Victorian State 
Rowing team racing on 
Lake Nagambie

3. Member of the 
Australian Olympic 
Rowing team – with 
WIN News 4
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This idyllic location is favoured by 
competitors and spectators alike for 
the course layout, water quality and 
reliability. Lake Nagambie was proud 
to host the Australian Olympic Rowing 
Team in 2021 to train and prepare for 
the Tokyo Olympics and boasts many 
local connections to rowing champions 
including Lucy Stephan, Pat McNamara 
Neville Howell OAM and Neil Lodding.

Climate
Located north of the Great Dividing 
Range, the temperature and weather 
in and around Nagambie is reliable and 
ideal for water sports and professional 
athletes to compete. 

Location
Lake Nagambie lies adjacent to the 
Nagambie township that is less than 
90-minutes north of Melbourne. It is 
central to the entire state and is easily 
accessible by car or train. 

To reiterate, the idyllic location is 
inspiring and favoured by competitors 
and spectators alike for the course 
layout, water quality and reliability.

Nagambie’s location makes it a 
seasonal visitor destination for 
professional athletes, leisure seekers 
and tourists and proudly hosts GoFish 
Nagambie the largest fresh-water 
fishing tournament in Australia annually, 
attracting 16,000 competitors in 2019. 

Infrastructure 
Lake Nagambie is the Victorian 
choice rowing course that inhabits 
infrastructure excellence like no other 
location across the State.

Lake Nagambie is a unique 170-hectare 
man-made reservoir, which was formed 
by the construction of the Goulburn 
Weir dam from the Goulburn River in 
1890. As the result, Lake Nagambie’s 
water levels remain stable and constant 
year-round, and the water quality 
is clear and clean as managed by 
Goulburn Murray Water.  

The benefits:

Lake Nagambie is the Victorian choice rowing 
course that inhabits infrastructure excellence like 
no other location across the State. The Nagambie 
Lakes Regatta Centre is a professional rowing 
facility providing:

1. Australian Olympic 
Rowing team training at 
Lake Nagambie in 2021 

2. Michelton Hotel

3. Aspect of Lake 
Nagambie from 
Nagambie township

4. Goulburn River.

5. Mangalore Airport

2km rowing course;

Eight buoyed lanes;

Fully fenced secure venue;

Starting pontoon system;

Rowing compliant safe practices and 
first aid rooms;

Ample vehicle parking;

Boat and rack provision;

Competitor preparation space;

Tent and marshalling areas;

Ramp access to the water;

Judges box, commentator room and 
administration amenities;

Conference room and kitchenette;

Toilet facilities;

Waste collection services;

Trees for shade and windbreak;

Inspiring natural surroundings;

Foreshore walk along southern bank 
of the lake and rowing course.

Commercial Canteen Facilities

Ticket boxes

NBN and Wifi services
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Water quality
The Goulburn River is a major source 
of irrigation water in northern Victoria 
and the waters impounded by the 
weir provide recreation boating 
opportunities on the river, Lake 
Nagambie and the Goulburn Weir.  
Boating is a valued recreation activity 
in the area, attracting thousands of 
visitors from within Victoria, interstate 
and overseas. 

Lake Nagambie’s blue water, rich 
natural surroundings and rural setting 
is an optimal location to hold the 2026 
Commonwealth Games Rowing events. 

Athlete transport access 
For Commonwealth Games 
participants, car and bus access to 
Nagambie is straight forward and 
accessible from Melbourne Airport, via 
the M80 Ring Road followed by the M31 
Hume Freeway exit and a straight drive 
for 70 kilometers until the Goulburn 
Valley Freeway exit ramp, and the 
Nagambie township exit. 

Alternatively, Nagambie can be 
accessed South-bound via the Hume 
Freeway from Albury Airport or 
Sydney too.

Athlete accommodation
Nagambie and surrounds boast 
premium accommodation options for 
competitors, teams, event staff, and 
spectators alike. 

Providers include:

Media access points
For air coverage of the event, 
Mangalore Airport is only 18 km away 
for helicopter and aircraft facilities and 
access to oversee the rowing course 
and regatta racing. Alternatively, 
Essendon Fields, Melbourne Airport 
and Moorabbin Airports are also 
accessible distances to the Nagambie 
Lakes Regatta Centre. 

Further to this, the picturesque  
Visitor Information Centre managed  
by Strathbogie Shire Council and 
located in High Street, Nagambie 
provides an amazing outlook to the 
Lake near the rowing course starting 
pontoon for presentations, televised 
coverage and more. 

Media spaces within the Nagambie 
Lakes Regatta Centre will be provided, 
with many satellite locations available 
along the banks. 

Hospitality outlets
One of the competitive advantages 
that the Nagambie Lakes Regatta 
Centre offers over other venues is the 
ample space along the lake that can be 
sectioned and allocated to provide food 
and beverage outlets, merchandise 
trailers and entertainment attractions  
to complement the rowing event. 

Currently, Strathbogie Shire Council together 
with the Victorian Government and Australian 
Government are delivering a $3.8 million 
foreshore walk project which will provide 
valuable connectivity and lakeside access along 
the rowing course to benefit coaches, spectators 
and visitors alike; providing a number of viewing 
sites along the water bank. 

Mitchelton Hotel

Nagambie Waterfront Motel

Nagambie Motor Inn and  
Conference Centre

Nagambie Caravan Park and Motel

Centretown Motel

The Jetty

Discovery Parks – Nagambie Lakes 
and more. 

2

4

5

3

2026 Commonwealth Games:  
Lake Nagambie Rowing venue bid



Strathbogie Shire Council
Invest. Live. Visit. Play. 

One. 

Two. 
Funding investments of:

 

The ask: 

A Victorian Government commitment for the 
Nagambie Lakes Regatta Centre to be the host 
rowing venue for the 2026 Commonwealth Games

$4.1 million for the Rowing course deepening

$1.7 million to upgrade the Regatta Centre  
(including competitor amenities, IT, toilets and storage)

$1.6 million for the Regatta Centre Peninsula Extension

$250,000 to seal access roads and car park facilities

$250,000 to upgrade the peninsula toilet block

1. Australian Olympic 
Rowing team training at 
Lake Nagambie in 2021.

2. Artist’s impression  
of Nagambie Boardwalk 
project 

3. Lucy Stephan, 
Rosemary Popa, Jessica 
Morrison and Annabelle 
McIntyre, Tokyo 
Olympics – gold medal 
champions

4. Olympian Lucy 
Stephan holding her 
2021 Tokyo Olympic 
gold medal and The 
2021 Melbourne Cup

Strathbogie Shire Council is seeking to progress the 
Nagambie Lakes Regatta Centre state-of-the-art facility  
into a National and International Rowing destination via:
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“I have competed and trained at the Nagambie  
Lakes Regatta Centre throughout my rowing career.  
Lake Nagambie is an inspiring 2 km course and location  
which helped me to prepare for the 2020 Tokyo Olympics 
and to reach my crew’s goal for gold! 

I absolutely support Strathbogie Shire Council’s proposal  
to host the Commonwealth Games 2026 rowing event.”
Lucy Stephan  
Australian Rowing Gold Medallist

Profile: 
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