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STRATHBOGIE SHIRE COUNCIL 

 
 
Notice is hereby given that a Special Meeting of the Strathbogie Shire Council will be held 
virtually on Tuesday 25 August 2020, commencing at 5.00 p.m.  
  
 
Chair:   Amanda McClaren (Mayor)  (Lake Nagambie Ward) 
 
 
Councillors:  Robert Gardner   (Lake Nagambie Ward)  

Malcolm Little     (Hughes Creek Ward) 
John Mason     (Seven Creeks Ward)  
Chris Raeburn    (Honeysuckle Creek Ward) 

   Alistair Thomson   (Mount Wombat Ward) 
   Graeme Williams OAM  (Seven Creeks Ward)  
 
 
Officers:  Julie Salomon  Chief Executive Officer (CEO) 
   Phil Howard    Director, Community and Planning (DCP)  
   David Roff    Director, Corporate Operations (DCO) 
 Dawn Bray  Executive Manager, Governance and  

   Customer Service (EMGCS) 
 Kristin Favaloro Executive Manager, Communications and 
    Engagement (EMCE) 
 
 
 
 

 

Until further notice, all meetings conducted by Strathbogie Shire Council will be 
virtually, and live streamed on our website at www.strathbogie.vic.gov.au. This 

ensures we are meeting the Victorian Government’s social distancing 
requirements to slow the spread of coronavirus (COVID-19) and help keep our 

communities safe 
 
We encourage all community members to watch the meeting online, given we have had to 
close the public gallery until further notice following legal advice around how to comply with 
COVID-19 social distancing rules. 
 

 
 
  

http://www.strathbogie.vic.gov.au/
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BUSINESS 
 
1. Welcome 
 
2. Acknowledgement of Traditional Land Owners 

‘I acknowledge the Traditional Owners of the land on which we are meeting.   I 
pay my respects to their Elders, past and present’ 

 
3. Apologies 
 
4. Disclosure of Interests 
 
5. Petitions 
 
6. Reports of Council Officers 
 6.1 Climate Change 

6.2 Infrastructure 
6.3 Private Enterprise 
6.4 Public Institutions 

 6.5 Housing and Recreation 
 6.6 Tourism 
 6.7 Organisation  
 
7. Closure of Meeting to the Public  
 
8. Confirmation of ‘Closed Portion’ Decision/s 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Julie Salomon 
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 
 
 
21 August 2020 
 
 
 

 
An audio recording of this meeting is being made for the purpose of verifying the accuracy 
of the minutes of the meeting, as per Local Law No. 1 - Meeting Procedure (2014) or as 
updated from time to time through Council Resolution 
 

 
 

 
Council does not generally permit individuals to make audio recordings of meetings.  
Individuals are required to make a written request addressed to the Council (Director, 
Corporate Operations) should they seek to obtain permission to do so. 
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6. REPORTS 
 
6.7 ORGANISATION 

 
6.7.1 Adoption of Local Law No 1 – Use of the Common Seal 2020 

 
 
Author: Executive Manager, Governance & Customer Service 
 
Responsible Director: Chief Executive Officer 
 
 
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY  

A requirement of the newly introduced Local Government Act 2020 (the Act) is the 
development of Governance Rules to replace Council’s current Meetings 
Procedure Local Law No 1 of 2014.  This current local law contains provisions 
around the use of Council’s Common Seal. 

 

A new local law must be made to ensure there is continuity in regulation around the 
Common Seal’s use and, in accordance with legal advice, that we lawfully revoke 
the existing local law. 
 

The provisions of the Local Government Act 1989 (the 1989 Act) in relation to 
Council powers to make and revoke local laws are still in operation, even though 
we are currently transitioning in stages to the new Local Government Act 2020 (the 
2020 Act).  

 

This means that a prescribed consultation process under section 223 of the 1989 
Act had to be undertaken.  This required a detailed formal notice to be placed in 
the Government Gazette on 23 July 2020 to commence a 28 day consultation 
period.  Notices were also placed in locally circulating newspapers, on our website 
under ‘Have Your Say’ and on Council’s social media platforms. 

 

No submissions were received.  As per the Council resolution of 21 July 2020, the 
Special Council meeting arranged for Friday 21 August 2020 to hear and consider 
submissions did not need to be held.  Notices were placed on Council’s website 
and social media pages to this effect the day after the consultation period closed. 

 

This report seeks the adoption of the Local Law No 1 – Use of Common Seal 2020 
along with authorisation to place a notice in the Government Gazette, locally 
circulating newspapers, website and social media platforms to notify the community 
about the adoption of the local law.  A copy of the adopted local law must also be 
sent to the Minister for Local Government as required under sections 119(3) and 
(4) of the 1989 Act and made available on Council’s website and in hard copy form 
under section 120 of the 1989 Act.  
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6.7.1 Adoption of Local Law No 1 – Use of the Common Seal 2020 (cont.) 
 
 
 

 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
That Council: 
 
1. Having received no submissions during the public consultation 

process undertaken under section 223 of the Local Government Act 
1989, adopt Local Law No 1 – Use of Common Seal 2020, which is 
made under the powers vested in Council under section 111 of the 
Local Government Act 1989.  

 
2. Place a notice: 

-  in the Government Gazette 
-  in locally circulating newspapers 
-  on Council’s website and social media pages  
regarding the adoption of the local law in accordance with section 
119(3) of the Local Government Act 1989.  

 
3. Send a copy of the adopted Local Law no 1 – Use of Common Seal 

2020 to the Minister for Local Government in accordance with 
section 119(4) of the Local Government Act 1989. 

 
4. Make hard copies and electronic copies of the Local Law no 1 – Use 

of Common Seal 2020 available at the Shire's Customer Service 
Centres and on the Shire’s website in accordance with section 120 
of the Local Government Act 1989. 

 

 

 
PURPOSE AND BACKGROUND 
The purpose of this report is to adopt the Local Law No 1 – Use of Common Seal 
2020 following the completion of the prescribed section 223 public consultation 
process under the 1989 Act.  
 
The Local Law ensures continuity in regulation around the use of the Common Seal 
once the new Governance Rules, required by the 2020 Act, come into play on 1 
September. 
 
The revocation of the existing Meetings Procedures Local Law No 1 of 2014 would 
mean that there would be no regulation around the use of the common seal without 
replacing it with this draft (and brief) new local law. 
 
Further, the existing Meetings Procedures Local Law must be revoked by way of a 
local law in itself, so the draft Local Law that is the subject of this report aims to do 
both things. 
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6.7.1 Adoption of Local Law No 1 – Use of the Common Seal 2020 (cont.) 
 
 
ISSUES, OPTIONS AND DISCUSSION 
The Local Law was developed through consultation with a highly experienced local 
government lawyer and through review of other similar local laws currently being 
developed by Councils across the North East region of Victoria. 
 
The Author has participated in several online forums and workshops in relation to 
the implications of the new requirement for Councils to develop Governance Rules 
and revoke existing meetings procedures local laws. 
 
The Local Law is brief, as the use of the Common Seal is restricted to matters that 
have been subject to the resolution of Council (such as Section 173 Agreements 
created under the Planning and Environment Act 1987 or instruments of 
delegation). 
 
COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT 
There are supporting principles relating to community engagement and public 
transparency in the 2020 Act that promote community participation in Council 
decision making processes.   
 
The 1989 Act requires the draft Local Law to be placed on public exhibition for a 
period of no less than 28 days.   
 
Notices were placed in the Government Gazette, as well as locally circulating 
newspapers and local newsletters in townships across the Shire.  Posts appeared 
on Council’s website and social media pages during the consultation period. 
 
The exhibition of the local law is was consistent with our Community Engagement 
Strategy.  
 
A Community Impact Statement was also prepared to inform the community about 
the implications of the draft local law, and is a best practice requirement prescribed 
by the State Government when any council makes a new local law.   
 
POLICY CONSIDERATIONS 

 
Council Plans and Policies 
The Local Law does not have any impacts on the Council Plan or existing 
policies, aside from the fact that it ensures continuity in provisions around the 
use of the Common Seal and ensures that the existing meetings procedures 
Local Law is repealed legally. 
 

Regional, State and National Plans and Policies 
The adoption of the Local Law is consistent with practices across the State and 
discussions have been had within the North/North East Region as to how to best 
deal with the repealing of meetings procedures local laws to ensure there is still 
regulation around the use of the Common Seal. 
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6.7.1 Adoption of Local Law No 1 – Use of the Common Seal 2020 (cont.) 
 
 
LEGAL CONSIDERATIONS 
The draft Local Law was prepared and exhibited in accordance with the power to 
make a local law under section 111 of the 1989 Act and the requirements of 
sections 119 and 223 of the same Act.   
 
The draft Local Law is based on a template provided by governance lawyers. 
 
The Local Law repeals the existing Meetings Procedures Local Law No 1 of 2014 
as these are now to be replaced with Governance Rules, which are on public 
exhibition at the same time. 
 
The inclusion of a penalty of misuse of the Common Seal, set at 20 penalty points, 
is a risk mitigation measure to deter the fraudulent use of the Common Seal.  The 
current Local Law has identified a penalty of only 10 units, however after 
benchmarking against other Councils in North East Victoria, 20 penalty points is 
considered to be the norm and also reflects the severity of the infringement. 
 
Conflict of Interest Declaration 
All officers, and/or contractors, involved in the preparation of this report have signed 
a written declaration that they do not have a conflict of interest in the subject matter 
of this report. 
 
Transparency 
One of the Overarching governance principles in section 9 of the Local Government 
Act 2020 is to achieve transparency in Council decision making, actions and 
information.   
 
Undertaking the exhibition of the draft Governance Rules and the draft Local Law 
was the most transparent way to explain what these documents mean and the way 
in which Council is complying with the 2020 Act’s new requirements. 

 
COLLABORATION 
One of the Overarching governance principles in section 9 of the Local Government 
Act 2020 is that collaboration with other councils, levels of government and 
statutory bodies is to be sought.   
 
Engagement was had with Local Government Victoria and the North East 
Governance Officer’s Network to inform the preparation of the draft Local Law. 
 
HUMAN RIGHTS CONSIDERATIONS 
The Local Law has been reviewed against and complies with the rights and 
protections outlined by the Charter of Human Rights and Responsibilities Act 2006 
and has been found to have no impact on the Charter given the very limited and 
operational nature of the draft Local Law. 
 
The infringement for misuse of the Common Seal is in accordance with the 
Infringements Act 2006 and is subject to the natural justice principles and 
processes of this Act. 
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6.7.1 Adoption of Local Law No 1 – Use of the Common Seal 2020 (cont.) 
 

 

CONCLUSION 
The Local Law complies with all aspects of the 1989 Act in relation to making a new 
local law and enables Council to comply with the requirements of the new 2020 
Act.   
 
A 28 day community consultation process was undertaken in accordance with 
section 223 of the 1989 Act and no submissions were received.  There are several 
steps that need to be taken to ensure compliance with the 1989 Act once the Local 
Law has been adopted by Council. 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
Attachment 1: Local Law No 1 – Use of Common Seal 2020 
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ATTACHMENT 1: 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

LOCAL LAW NO 1   
USE OF THE COMMON SEAL 2020 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Adopted by Council 25 August 2020 

  



Strathbogie Shire Council    Page 7                                     25/08/20 
Special Council Meeting Agenda 

 

Contents 
 
PART 1 – INTRODUCTION ......................................................................................................................... 8 

1.1 Title ..................................................................................................................................................... 8 

1.2 Purpose ............................................................................................................................................. 8 

1.3 Authorising Provision ................................................................................................................... 8 

1.4 Operational Commencement ....................................................................................................... 8 

1.5 Revocation of Meeting Procedure Local Law ......................................................................... 8 

1.6 Sunset................................................................................................................................................ 8 

PART 2 – THE COMMON SEAL ................................................................................................................ 9 

2.1  Use of the Common Seal .............................................................................................................. 9 

2.2 Signatures to Accompany the Common Seal ......................................................................... 9 

2.3 Authority for Use of the Common Seal ..................................................................................... 9 

2.4  Who Keeps the Common Seal ..................................................................................................... 9 

2.5  Unauthorised Use of the Common Seal ................................................................................... 9 

 
 
 
 
  



Strathbogie Shire Council    Page 8                                     25/08/20 
Special Council Meeting Agenda 

 

PART 1 – INTRODUCTION 
 

1.1 Title 
This Local Law will be known as the Strathbogie Shire Council, “Local Law No. 1 - Use of 
the 
Common Seal 2020". 

1.2 Purpose 
The purpose of this Local Law is to regulate the use and prohibit unauthorised use of 
Council’s Common Seal. 

1.3 Authorising Provision 
This Local Law is made under sections 14(2)(c) of the Local Government Act 2020 and 
section 111(1) of the Local Government Act 1989. 

1.4 Operational Commencement 
This Local Law: 

a. Comes into operation on 1 September 2020; and 
b. operates throughout the municipal district of Strathbogie Shire Council in 

accordance with section 121(1) of the Local Government Act 1989. 

1.5 Revocation of Meeting Procedure Local Law 
Council’s Local Law No.1 Meeting Procedure 2014 adopted by Council on 3 December 
2014 is revoked upon the commencement of this Local Law. 

1.6 Sunset 
This Local Law will cease to operate on the 1 September 2030, unless revoked sooner 
by Council resolution. 
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PART 2 – THE COMMON SEAL 

2.1  Use of the Common Seal 
The common seal of Council must be in the following form: 
 

The Common Seal of the   ) …………………………….Councillor 

Shire of Strathbogie    ) ……………………………..Councillor 

was hereunto affixed    ) ……………………………..Chief Executive Officer 

on the (day) of (month) (year) 

2.2 Signatures to Accompany the Common Seal 
Every document to which the Common Seal is affixed must be signed by two (2) 
Councillors and the Chief Executive Officer. 

2.3 Authority for Use of the Common Seal 
The Common Seal must be affixed to a document only for the purpose of giving effect to 
a decision which has been: 

a)  made by Council resolution; 

b)  made by resolution of a Delegated Committee to which the power to use 
the Common Seal has been delegated; or 

c) made by the Chief Executive Officer or a senior officer to whom power to 
use the Common Seal has been delegated. 

2.4  Who Keeps the Common Seal 
For security purposes, the Chief Executive Officer or other member of Council staff to 
whom this duty has been delegated must keep the Common Seal in safe custody. 

2.5  Unauthorised Use of the Common Seal 
Any person who uses the Common Seal or any device resembling the Common Seal 
without authority is guilty of an offence. 
 
Penalty 20 penalty units 
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6.7.2 Adoption of Governance Rules 
 
Author:  Executive Manager, Governance & Customer Service 
 
Responsible Director: Chief Executive Officer 
 
 
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY  

A requirement of the newly introduced Local Government Act 2020 (the Act) is the 
development of Governance Rules to replace Council’s current Meetings 
Procedure Local Law No 1 of 2014. 
 

These Rules have to contain: 

• processes for Councillors, committee members and staff to declare conflicts 
of interest 

• Council’s Election (Caretaker) Period Policy 

• processes for the election of Mayor and (if required) Deputy Mayor and 
Chairs of Delegated Committees or Community Asset Committees 

• procedures for Council meetings, including the Audit and Risk Committee, 
any Delegated Committees and Community Asset Committees. 

 
The document is divided into four chapters; meetings procedure, declaration of 
conflicts of interest, miscellaneous (dealing with informal meetings of Council and 
the classification of information as confidential by the Chief Executive Officer) and 
the Election Period Policy. 
 
Overall, the Governance Rules ensure Council, Council appointed committees and 
delegated Officers: 

• consider and make decisions on any matter being considered by the 
Council fairly and on its merits; and   

• abide by consistent and transparent decision making processes to ensure 
that any person whose rights will be directly affected by a decision of the 
Council is entitled to communicate their views and have their interests 
considered.   

 
The Governance Rules are based upon the template released by Local 
Government Victoria (LGV), a template prepared by Council’s governance lawyers, 
Council’s own existing local law and other best practice examples. 
 
After discussions with Council during the drafting process, it was considered that 
the Planning Committee be disbanded and planning related items considered 
through the Council meeting agenda.  The Governance Rules provide for this to 
occur and mention that planning items should be at the start of the agenda given 
that these items are often supported by submissions from members of the 
community.  The incorporation of planning items into Council meetings provides for 
more efficient decision making, less confusion for the public and a reduced 
administrative burden on Council. 
 
The Rules contain the Election Period Policy adopted by Council in March 2020, 
with minor amendments required to reflect the new provisions of the Act. 
 
Overall, our Governance Rules ensure that Council is open and transparent in its 
decision making. 
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6.7.2 Adoption of Governance Rules (cont.) 
 
 
Moreover, these Rules ensure our community and people with direct interests in 
matters before Council (or a committee or delegated officers) are able to have their 
views heard and considered prior to a decision being made. 
 
The draft Governance Rules were placed on public exhibition for 28 days.  Detailed 
notices were placed in the Government Gazette, locally circulating newspapers, 
Council’s social media pages and website.  Although not prescribed by the Act, 
effectively a section 223 style approach was taken to the public exhibition of the 
document. 
 
No submissions were received.  Accordingly, the scheduled Special Council 
meeting set for 21 August 2020 to hear and consider submissions was not held as 
per the Council resolution of 21 July 2020.   
 
Minor amendments have been made to the exhibited document following feedback 
from Council’s governance lawyers.  The changes made are marked in Attachment 
1. 
 
This report seeks the adoption of the Governance Rules, the publication of notices 
informing the community of their adoption and the disbanding of the Planning 
Committee given that planning related items are to be considered by Council. 
 
 

 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
That Council: 
 
1. After having drafted Governance Rules in accordance with section 60 

of the Local Government Act 2020, having undertaken a 28 day public 
consultation process in accordance with section 60(4) of that Act, and 
receiving no submissions, adopt the Governance Rules. 

 
2. Authorise the attachment of the Common Seal to the Governance 

Rules under the Meetings Procedures Local Law No 1 of 2014. 
 
3. Disband the Planning Committee and revoke the delegation provided 

to the Committee dated 16 November 2004. 
 
4. Place notices in: 

- in the Government Gazette 
- in locally circulating newspapers 
- on Council’s website and social media pages  
regarding the adoption of the Governance Rules.  
 

5. Make hard copies and electronic copies of the Governance Rules 
available at the Shire’s Customer Service Centres and on the Shire’s 
website. 
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6.7.2 Adoption of Governance Rules (cont.) 
 

PURPOSE AND BACKGROUND 
The purpose of this report is to adopt the Governance Rules following the 
completion of the consultation process. 
 
The development of the Governance Rules is one of the key new requirements 
under the Local Government Act 2020.  They must be adopted by Council before 
1 September 2020.   
 
ISSUES, OPTIONS AND DISCUSSION 
The Governance Rules are based on a draft templates provided by the LGV and 
by Council’s expert governance lawyer.  The Author has participated in several 
online forums and workshops in relation to the development of the Governance 
Rules to ensure Strathbogie Shire is compliant with all aspect of the Act and adopts 
best practice. 
 
Several other draft Governance Rules documents, and a review of local law 
provisions relating to community participation in Council meetings, have also been 
reviewed in the development of the Rules. 
 
The Rules are divided into four chapters: 
 

Chapter Name 

Chapter 1 Meetings Procedures  

Chapter 2 Disclosure of Conflicts of Interest 

Chapter 3 Miscellaneous 

Chapter 4 Election Period Policy 

 
Chapter 4 contains the Election Period Policy, which was reviewed and adopted by 
Council in March 2020.  This policy has been amended to update references and 
definitions to comply with the requirements of the new 2020 Act but its provisions 
are fundamentally the same as the March 2020 document. 
 
Overall, the draft Governance Rules underpin the fundamental decision making 
processes of Council and are a way in which the Overarching governance, and 
supporting, principles of the new Act are implemented on a day to day basis. 
 
The Meetings Procedure Chapter outlines the role of Councillors, Officers and the 
community in the decision making process.  It ensures that decision making is 
orderly, inclusive and managed in a way that ensures maximum community 
participation. 
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6.7.2 Adoption of Governance Rules (cont.) 
 
 
Other key provisions of the Act including the disclosure of interests by: 

• Councillors 

• members of Council appointed Committees 

• officers making delegated decisions on a daily basis 

• officers performing a statutory role such as the Municipal Emergency 
Response Officer 

are also addressed by outlining clear and consistent procedures and record 
keeping practices.   
 
New legislation relating to conflicts of interest, and how they are defined, comes 
into play in October 2020, however the Rule cater for the declaration of interests 
under current law.  Training has been provided to the Executive Leadership Team, 
Management Team and key staff engaged in procurement to bolster awareness 
and compliance with conflict of interest provisions. 
 
The Miscellaneous chapter deals with more informal meetings of Councillors, which 
used to be called Assemblies of Council, and how records of those in attendance 
and a summary of the matters discussed at these meetings are to be made 
available to the public through the Council agenda and minutes. 
 
This chapter also deals with the classification of information as confidential by the 
Chief Executive Officer to ensure there is continuity with the 1989 Act.  The tests 
for identifying information as confidential are more rigorous under the new Act, 
however for many years the Chief Executive Officer has been able to make this 
classification and therefore this is not a new power or role. 
 
COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT 
Relevant Overarching governance principles, as outlined in section 9 of the Local 
Government Act 2020, are: 

• priority is to be given to achieving the best outcomes for the municipal 
community, including future generations 

• the municipal community is to be engaged in strategic planning and 
decision making.  

• the transparency of Council decisions, actions and information is to 
be ensured. 

 
There are also supporting principles relating to community engagement and public 
transparency that further promote community participation in Council decision 
making processes and Council meetings.   
 
To meet these new obligations there is a dedicated section of Chapter 1, Meetings 
Procedure, dedicated to Community Participation (Division 1.5).  This includes 
Question Time, Petitions and Joint Letters, and Representations/Deputations to 
Council.   
 
Public exhibition of the draft Governance Rules 
Section 60(4) of the Act requires the draft Governance Rules to be subject to 
public consultation, however the form of consultation is not prescribed. 
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6.7.2 Adoption of Governance Rules (cont.) 
 
 
Our Community Engagement Strategy, and the community engagement principles 
of the Act, state the draft policy needed to be exhibited for public review and 
comment.  
 
Given the importance of the document, and its nature, a 28 day consultation period 
was undertaken, in parallel with the consultation process for the creation of the new 
Use of Common Seal Local Law No 1 of 2020. 
 
Notices were placed in newspapers circulating in Euroa, Benalla and Shepparton 
as well as in local newsletters in townships across the Shire.  Posts appeared on 
Council’s website and social media pages throughout the consultation period. 
 
No submissions were received and consequently the special Council meeting 
set for the hearing and consideration of submissions set for 4pm on 21 August 
2020 was not held. 
 
POLICY CONSIDERATIONS 

 
Council Plans and Policies 
The development of our Governance Rules is a day to day way of implementing 
the following Council Plan goal of: 
 To be a high performing Shire. 

 
And the strategies to achieve this goal including: 
 To be equitable and fair in all decision making processes 
 To communicate and engage effectively with our community and key 

stakeholders 
 Promote open and transparent reporting of Council decision making 

including Know Your Council Data. 
 
The Governance Rules also support the Councillor Code of Conduct and Staff 
Code of Conduct in relation to behaviour and declarations of conflict of interest. 

 

Regional, State and National Plans and Policies 
The adoption of Governance Rules and open, inclusive and transparent decision 
making processes is consistent with State legislation and directives. 
 
In a broader sense, the Governance Rules ensure that the level of government 
closest to the community is open and accessible to its community and that it 
encourages meaningful participation in decision making processes. 
 
LEGAL CONSIDERATIONS 
The Governance Rules have been drafted and publicly exhibited in accordance 
with the requirements of section 60 the Act.  The Rules were developed under the 
guidance of an experienced governance lawyer and the department of Local 
Government Victoria. 
 
As previously mentioned, the Rules provide a comprehensive and consistent 
framework to ensure Council, its Committees and its Officers comply with the 
provisions of the Local Government Act 2020 relating to decision making, 
consultation and conflicts of interest. 
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6.7.2 Adoption of Governance Rules (cont.) 
 
 
Conflict of Interest Declaration 
All officers, and/or contractors, involved in the preparation of this report have signed 
a written declaration that they do not have a conflict of interest in the subject matter 
of this report. 
 
Transparency 
One of the Overarching governance principles in section 9 of the Local Government 
Act 2020 is to achieve transparency in Council decision making, actions and 
information.   
 
The Governance Rules identify how the community is to be involved in Council 
decision making and ensures that access to Council meetings, including live 
streaming, is to be facilitated.  Minimum standards for information to be provided in 
the minutes of meetings is also outlined in the document. 
 
The Rules set out how Council and committee meetings will operate and the role 
of Councillors, Committee members, Officers and the community at these 
meetings. 

 
INNOVATION AND CONTINUOUS IMPROVMENT 
One of the Overarching governance principles in section 9 of the Local Government 
Act 2020 is the pursuit of innovation and continuous improvement.   
 
The Governance Rules include some important changes in the way our Council 
and committee meetings are conducted, such as allowing the submission of 
online/electronic petitions, increasing the time speakers have to put their views 
forward and ensuring that this Council adopts best practice in its achievement of 
good governance. 
 
HUMAN RIGHTS CONSIDERATIONS 
This policy has been reviewed against, and complies with, the rights and 
protections outlined by the Charter of Human Rights and Responsibilities Act 2006 
as it provides for the participation of our community in decisions that affect them 
and ensures that there is consistency and equity in the rights of our community to 
participate at meetings.  
 

CONCLUSION 
The Governance Rules comply with all aspects of the Act.   
 
A 28 day community consultation process was undertaken and no submissions 
were received. 
 
Minor amendments have been made to the exhibited Governance Rules following 
the receipt of advice from Council’s governance lawyers. 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
Attachment 1: Governance Rules 
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ATTACHMENT 1: 
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7. CLOSURE OF MEETING TO THE PUBLIC  
 
 
8. CONFIRMATION OF ‘CLOSED PORTION’ DECISION/S 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
THERE BEING NO FURTHER BUSINESS, THE MEETING CLOSED AT ……….. P.M. 
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