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STRATHBOGIE SHIRE COUNCIL 

 
 
Notice is hereby given that a Special Meeting of the Strathbogie Shire Council will be 
held on Tuesday 14 May 2019 at the Euroa Community Conference Centre commencing 
at 5.00 p.m.  
  
 
Chair:   Amanda McClaren (Mayor)  (Lake Nagambie Ward) 
 
Councillors:  Debra Bower    (Lake Nagambie Ward)  

Malcolm Little     (Hughes Creek Ward) 
John Mason     (Seven Creeks Ward)  

   Kate Stothers    (Honeysuckle Creek Ward) 
   Alistair Thomson   (Mount Wombat Ward) 
   Graeme (Mick) Williams  (Seven Creeks Ward)  
 
 
Officers: Phil Howard - Acting Chief Executive Officer / Director, Innovation 

and Performance (DIP) 
David Roff - Group Manager, Corporate and Community (GMCC) 

   Jeff Saker - Group Manager, Community Assets (GMCA) 
 
 
 
BUSINESS 
 
1. Welcome 
 
2. Acknowledgement of Traditional Land Owners 

‘I acknowledge the Traditional Owners of the land on which we are meeting.   
I pay my respects to their Elders, past and present’ 

 
3. Apologies 
 

Steve Crawcour - Chief Executive Officer (CEO) 
 

4. Disclosure of Interests 
 
5. Petitions 
 
6. Reports of Council Officers 
 6.1 Climate Change 

6.2 Infrastructure 
6.3 Private Enterprise 
6.4 Public Institutions 

 6.5 Housing and Recreation 
 6.6 Tourism 
 6.7 Organisation  

 
7. Urgent Business 
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8. Closure of Meeting to the Public to consider matters listed for consideration in 

accordance with Section 89(2) of the Local Government Act 1989 
 
9. Confirmation of ‘Closed Portion’ Decision/s 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Phil Howard 
ACTING CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 
 
 
 
 
10 May 2019 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
An audio recording of this meeting is being made for the purpose of verifying the 
accuracy of the minutes of the meeting, as per Local Law No. 1 - Meeting Procedure 
(2014) or as updated from time to time through Council Resolution 
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6. REPORTS 
 
6.7 ORGANISATION 
 
6.7.1 Draft Sustainable Strathbogie 2030 Strategy 

- Receiving / Hearing of Submissions 
 
 
Author & Department 
Team Leader Climate Change and Environment / Community Assets Department 
 
Disclosure of Conflicts of Interest in relation to advice provided in this 
report 
The author of this report and officers/contractors providing advice in relation to 
this report do not have a direct or indirect interest, as provided in accordance with 
the Local Government Act 1989. 
 
Summary 
The draft Sustainable Strathbogie 2030 strategy was presented to Council at its 
Ordinary Council meeting held on 19 March 2019 and formally endorsed for 
presentation to the community in order to receive feedback.  
 
Submissions closed on Friday 3 May 2019.  Eighteen submissions to the draft 
Strategy were received, with four submitters requesting to be heard by Council in 
support of their submissions.  Details of all submissions have been provided to 
Councillors for their information. 
 

 
RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
That Council resolves to -  
 
1. Receive and note the submissions received in response to the public 

advertisement of the draft Sustainable Strathbogie 2030 Strategy. 
 
2. Hear those who wish to be heard in support of their written 

submissions. 
 
3. Formally consider all received submissions and the adoption of the 

Sustainable Strathbogie 2030 Strategy at the Ordinary Meeting of 
Strathbogie Shire Council to be held on Tuesday 18 June 2019. 

 
 

 
Background  
 
Community Consultation for the draft Sustainable Strathbogie 2030 Strategy was 
undertaken during April and May.  Council utilised its ‘Your Say’ online platform 
with a community forum, survey and digital copies of the Strategy available for 
use. 
 
Submissions from Statutory Authorities, community members, and local groups 
were received during the consultation period for the draft Sustainable Strathbogie 
2030 Strategy.  
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6.7.1 Draft Sustainable Strathbogie 2030 Strategy 
- Receiving / Hearing of Submissions (cont.) 
 
 
The Team Leader Climate Change and Environment coordinated five Drop In 
Sessions at Euroa, Avenel, Nagambie, Violet Town and Strathbogie. 
 
Our survey engaged 61 participants from all walks of life.  Participants 
overwhelmingly felt climate change and the environment was an important issue 
for them, as many had experienced extreme weather and climate events which 
has impacted their family, health, livelihood and wellbeing. 
 
Alternative options 
All options are considered and recommended to Council. 
 
Risk Management 
The author of this report considers that there are no significant Risk Management 
factors relating to the report and recommendations. 
 
Strategic links - policy implications and relevance to Council Plan 
The author of this report considers that the report is consistent with Council 
Policies, key strategic documents, including the draft Sustainable Strathbogie 
2030 Strategy. 
 
Best Value / National Competition Policy (NCP) / Competition and Consumer 
Act 2010 (CCA) implications 
The author of this report considers that the report is consistent with Best Value, 
National Competition Policy and competition and consumer Act requirements 
have been considered and applied in development of the report and 
recommendations. 
 
Financial/Budgetary implications 
The author of this report considers that the recommendations have no capital or 
recurrent budget considerations. 
 
Economic implications 
The recommendations lead to positive economic outcomes for Council and the 
broader community. 
 
Environmental/Amenity implications 
The recommendations lead to positive environmental and amenity outcomes for 
Council and the broader community. 
 
Community implications 
The recommendations lead to more equitable engagement outcomes for Council 
and the broader community. 
 
Victorian Charter of Human Rights and Responsibilities Act 2006 
The author considers that the recommendations do not limit, rather they extend, 
human rights under the Victorian Charter of Human Rights and Responsibilities 
Act 2006. 
 
Legal/Statutory implications 
The author of this report considers that the recommendations have no legal or 
statutory implications which require the consideration of Council. 
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6.7.1 Draft Sustainable Strathbogie 2030 Strategy 
- Receiving / Hearing of Submissions (cont.) 
 
 
Consultation 
The Sustainable Strathbogie 2030 community and broader consultation was 
undertaken within the guidelines of Strathbogie Shire Council and the Local 
Government Act 1989. 
 
Attachments 

 Details of Submissions
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SUBMISSIONS  
DRAFT SUSTAINABLE STRATHBOGIE 2030 STRATEGY 

 

 

No. Date Comments 

1 14/04/2019 

I request that the Strathbogie Shire Council adopts the Climate 
Emergency Plan. Even though our Federal parliament is falling WAY 
behind on climate action, I am confident that if all councils act, we 
really can make a significant impact in halting temperature rise, 
CO2 emissions and the life ending impacts of inaction on climate 
change 
 
More information here: http://www.caceonline.org/a-guide-for-
councils.html 
and here: https://climateemergencydeclaration.org/climate-
emergency-declarations-cover-15-million-citizens/ 

2 2/05/2019 
Waste Education 
Communicate the Shire's achievements better 
Grants for sustainable programs by the Shire 

3 25/03/2019 

Comments regarding connections to GBCMA, linking at a 
Catchment and expanding mention of our partnership with the 
Goulburn Broken Greenhouse Alliance and other partners. 
Also mentions of potential project partnerships, both new and 
existing that may emerge from the SS2030 Strategy. 

4 30/04/2019 

Impressed with the Sustainable Strathbogie 2030 Strategy. 
1. Reduce the 'Maccas Pollution Syndrome' at the Euroa Highway 
Service Centre and other fast food outlets through out the Shire. 
All packaging, including drink bottles, must be recyclable. Relevant 
bins must be fitted , checked and sorted by the outlets. 
Food waste must go into composting bins. 
2. Shire to produce compost and make it available to ratepayers. 
3. Introduce 'shopping busses' to Benalla / Shepparton. They should 
have a fare structure affordable by pensioners. Timetables must be 
well advertised. 
4. Trees on farms. The resulting carbon sink $-value can be 
purchased back by the Shire as part of their 'Carbon off set'. 
5. Declare farmers / rural land owners as curators rather than land 
users. Assist them  through rate reductions etc with waterways- / 
dam- fencing, afforestation and erosion stopping. 
6. Install a sense of 'Taking responsibility for ......' into the Shire's 
rate payers / population. 

5 15/04/2019 

We need to do far more to establish vegetation in our towns- the 
moderating effect of trees is well known, and larger ( 
farms)landowners need to plant at least 30% of their land in trees 
and understory plants. 
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6 28/04/2019 

Encourage all property owners to plant locally indigenous drought 
tolerant trees to increase canopy cover, create cooling and shade 
for people and animals and habitat for wildlife. 
Encourage grey water use, encourage all commercial business to 
minimise packaging, especially non-compostable packaging.  
Encourage  the local sale of local produce to support local 
producers and minimise the carbon footprint. Encourage 
landholders (and tenants) to  avoid excess packaging of goods and 
compost or recycle green waste. 
Create real incentives to  preserve natural vegetation on private 
land and massively increase fines and policing of illegal clearing of 
natural vegetation (including firewood collection on protected 
roadsides). 

7 30/04/2019 

I'd love to see many more waste-free events.  It would also be great 
to establish community stashes of crockery, cutlery,  glasses and 
bunting or decorations that can be used at these events and also to 
be available for people to host their own waste free gatherings.  
Sourced from op shops, garage sales or businesses who have closed 
down. 
I'd like to see our waste transfer stations transformed into centres 
for recycling, repairing and reselling. Much like what is already 
happening at Eaglehawk 
http://www.eaglehawkrecycleshop.com/eg: 
 
- Waste sorted into goods suitable for resale at the on site shops 
- Waste further sorted into goods to be repaired onsite by 
volunteers for resale 
- Goods such as washing machines, bikes, gazebo parts stored 
andused for repairs & sales 
- Establishing a 'Repair Cafe' on site with volunteers to help people 
repair their broken goods  
   with materials available from the transfer station. 
- Collect, recycle and resell packing polystyrene (as Eaglehawk does 
now) 
- Have a hard plastic shredding machine to provide  materials for a 
3D printer that could be  
  available for schools, community groups and small business start 
ups 
- Have more onsite recycling programs available eg Redcycle for 
soft plastics,  terracycle  
  programs   https://www.terracycle.com 
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8 28/04/2019 
Free mulch for the passionate gardeners of Euroa. More indigenous 
plantings in public areas. A place to recycle building 
waste/furnature etc. at the waste transfer depot. 

9 17/04/2019 
We are extremely happy with our Bogie Bulk Buy solar system and 
would encourage the Council to use this model in other ways to 
save energy and water. 

10 15/04/2019 
We have booked in with the Strathbogie bulk buy and very much 
looking forward to the installation of our system later this year.  

11 8/04/2019 

Our home was built in 1998. It has a large exposed area virtually 
the length of the house  to the North East. We retro fitted double 
glazing over the last 12 months.  Our home was never 
uncomfortably hot during this last summer. In addition the use of 
the water cooled ducted system  was significantly reduced.  
There is plenty of information out there about keeping your home 
both cooler in summer and warmer in winter. Workshops are 
unnecessary.  Cost of retro fitting is the real issue. 

12 8/04/2019 
Roads and access to properties. 
Clear signage. 
Signage for business clearly and non intrusive 

13 17/04/2019 

An important and effective climate change amelioration action 
(with additional benefits) is to maintain and increase the area and 
health of both native vegetation in the Shire and shade trees in 
urban areas of the Shire.Native vegetation will come under 
increased stress as temps are projected to increase and rainfall 
decrease. Instruments include: Roadside management plan.Rate 
relief for permanently protected, high quality habitat.Partnerships 
with community conservation groups and Agencies.'Urban forest' 
concept.Value of the services urban shade trees provide to local 
economies and community health. 

14 21/04/2019 

I believe the Shire has a great opportunity to develop the potential 
of our local pools - as a place of refuge, but also as an area that 
provides a social hub in summer months. The Shires pools provide 
relief in times of extreme heat, high fire risk and give the 
community a place to cool off in safety. It is especially important 
for disadvantaged members of the community who may not have 
effective air conditioning. As our climate gets hotter, our pools 
become more important. 
Our pools are currently neglected and require funding so they can 
be more attractive and inviting, provide more shade and  be a place 
that families and community members can spend more time at. 
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15 23/04/2019 

It is critical that all governments (including local govts) plan and 
ACT urgently on the Climate Change.  We are in a Climate 
Emergency - and we must adopt appropriate measures NOW to 
deal with these challenges.   We just endured the hottest summer 
on record. In Port Augusta the thermometer hit 49.5 degrees. 
Across the country more than 200 temperature records were 
broken. Nine of the 10 warmest years in Australia’s records have 
occurred since 2005. Communities have no water. Flying foxes are 
dropping dead from the trees. Up to a million fish have died in the 
parched Murray-Darling an ongoing environmental, social and 
economic catastrophe. We have been warned that without urgent 
action, the Darling will die. The bushfire season is starting earlier 
and different kinds of forests are burning, one in Tasmania stands 
over 1,000 years old. Flooding is more frequent and rainfall 
patterns are changing. Our ecosystems are being driven to collapse. 
The north has flooded, the south is parched by drought. Rivers are 
dying and forests are burning. We are living the reality of climate 
change. We must stop time-wasting and start changing the way we 
farm, the way we eat, the way we travel, the way we do everything 
!!  Strathbogie Shire Council (SSC) could start by signing up to the 
Climate Emergency Plan.  SSC could allocate substantial budget 
funds to ensuring environmental initiatives are not just flagged, but 
implemented.   Water use, land use, waste treatments, building 
codes, energy production, etc. etc. are just some of the issues 
requiring urgent attention -  time is short, we need to get serious. 

16 28/04/2019 

Love the Idea of Action Plan Item 6.08 (I think that's the number!) 
dealing with engagement with Traditional Elders and others in 
creating an Indigenous Living History Park in town. 
I'd love to see: 
(1)  a "Living History Park" established in Seven Creeks Park (eg 
close to existing Rotunda and BBQs perhaps?) with signage 
reminding visitors that this was originally Taungurung country (and 
mentioning any other traditional owners from other groups if 
relevant); 
(2) a section of the Euroa Arboretum designated an Indigenous 
Garden (similar to the one beside Benalla Lake, perhaps?) featuring 
and identifying traditional / Indigenous uses for some of the plants 
in the region; 
(3)  Information made available to those living in the Shire as to 
possible plants for their gardens that have both an Indigenous 
'history' and are also water friendly / native wildlife friendly and 
also possibly useful in the home (eg herbs, edible plants, medicinal 
plants etc). 
But no matter what the form, some sort of permanent, easily 
accessible acknowledgement is well overdue. 
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17 2/05/2019 

The projections are, that in 2050, Strathbogie Shire will experience 
average temperatures 3.2 degrees higher than current. This will 
have a large impact on the liveability of the town and also on the 
health of our residents Recent research from US showed that tree 
canopy cover of greater than 40% had the effect, in urban 
environments, of reducing temperatures by 3 per cent.  
(Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences if the USA.  
https://doi.org/10.1073/pnas.1817561116).   Note that the 
reduction in temperature was not proportional to tree cover and 
really only kicked in once canopy cover  reached 40%. 
Google Earth images suggest that Euroa probably has a canopy 
cover of maybe 10%  with the more affluent areas being slightly 
better.  We would like to recommend that the Shire adopt a long 
term strategy to mitigate the  effect of increased temperatures by 
embarking on a street planning program of appropriate species and 
a campaign to encourage/support and holders in the Shire 
townships to plant trees on their properties to achieve greater than 
40% canopy cover.  As well as the impact on reducing 
temperatures, it would make the township much more attractive 
(eg compare Euroa with Bright).  This decision requires a vision 
about what the town and its environment will look like in 30 years - 
it is not a quick fix. 

18 2/05/2019 

The need for urgent action on climate change is my major concern.  
It would be heartening to see our local government, the Shire of 
Strathbogie, taking a strong and united stand against the use of 
fossil fuels by sending an urgent message to declare a 'climate 
emergency' to both State and Federal Governments on behalf of 
our community.  Strathbogie Shire is recognised for its progressive 
initiatives such as the solar panel bulk buy scheme and the 
development of the business micro-grid.  These should be 
publicised with pride, as should support groups within the 
community who are working to protect and enhance our local 
environment and lifestyle.  These include the Arboretum, the 
Friends of the Sevens Creek, the Save our Strathbogie Forest 
Group, the Euroa Environment Group, Violet Town HREP and 
Strathbogie Ranges CMN. 

19 19/04/19 

Various suggestions regarding acknowledgement of Traditional 
Owners in townships and in planning discussions. 
Urban Forest Strategy required 
Sustainable public transport options for commuting between 
towns. 
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6.7.2 Draft Waste and Resource Recovery Strategy 2019-2024 
 - Receiving / Hearing of Submissions 
 
 

Author and Department 
Group Manager, Community Assets / Community Assets Department 
 
Disclosure of Conflicts of Interest in relation to advice provided in this 
report 
The author of this report and officers/contractors providing advice in relation to 
this report do not have a direct or indirect interest, as provided in accordance with 
the Local Government Act 1989. 
 
Summary 
At the Ordinary Council meeting on 18 December 2018 Council resolved to 
undertake a section 223 submissions process calling for submissions in relation 
the Draft Waste and Resource Recovery Strategy. 
 
Submissions closed on Friday 3 May 2019.   One submission to the draft Strategy 
was received (refer Attached). 
 

 
RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
That Council resolves to -  
 
1. Receive and note the submissions received in response to the public 

advertising of the draft Waste and Resource Recovery Strategy 2019-
2024. 

 
2. Hear those who wish to be heard in support of their written 

submissions. 
 
3. Formally consider all received submissions and the adoption of the 

Waste and Resource Recovery Strategy 2019-2024 at the Ordinary 
Meeting of Strathbogie Shire Council to be held on Tuesday 18 June 
2019. 

 
 

 
  
 Background 

A draft Waste and Resource Recovery Strategy 2019–2024 (WRRS) has been 
developed by Council, and has been designed using a format used by other 
Councils within the Goulburn Valley Region in an endeavour to provide 
consistency across the region. It has been developed in line with relevant federal, 
state and local government legislation, strategies and policies. 

 
Alternative Options 
The author and other officers providing advice in relation to this report have 
considered potential alternative courses of action.   No feasible alternatives have 
been identified. 
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6.7.2 Draft Waste and Resource Recovery Strategy 2019-2024 
 - Receiving / Hearing of Submissions (cont.) 
 

 
Risk Management 
The author of this report considers that there are no significant Risk Management 
factors relating to the report and recommendation. 
 
Strategic Links – policy implications and relevance to Council Plan 
The author of this report considers that the report is consistent with Council 
Policies, key strategic documents and the Council Plan. 
 
Best Value / National Competition Policy (NCP) / Competition and Consumer 
Act 2010 (CCA) implications 
The author of this report considers that the report is consistent with Best Value, 
National Competition Policy and Competition and Consumer Act requirements. 
 
Financial / Budgetary Implications 
The author of this report considers that the recommendation has no capital or 
recurrent budget considerations. 
 
Economic Implications 
The author of this report considers that the recommendation has no significant 
economic implications for Council or the broader community. 
 
Environmental / Amenity Implications 
The author of this report considers that the recommendation has no significant 
environmental or amenity implications for Council or the broader community. 

  
Community Implications 
The author of this report considers that the recommendation has no significant 
community or social implications for Council or the broader community. 
 
Victorian Charter of Human Rights and Responsibilities Act 2006 
The author of this report considers that the recommendation does not limit any 
human rights under the Victorian Charter of Human Rights and Responsibilities 
Act 2006. 
 
Legal / Statutory Implications 
The author of this report considers that the recommendation has no legal or 
statutory implications which require the consideration of Council. 
 
Consultation 
The proposed Section 223 process has provided an opportunity for the 
community to consider the matter and respond to Council. 

 
 Attachments 

 Submission (Point 2) 
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Submission from Strathbogie Tableland Action Group (Point 2) 
 
 
 

Dear Mr Crawcour, 
 
In the absence of our Secretary, I have been asked to make two submissions to Council 
on behalf of Strathbogie Tableland Action Group (STAG).  
 
1. That STAG request inclusion in the Council budget 2019-20, funding for a footpath 
from Main Street, Strathbogie to the Strathbogie Recreation Reserve. Increased use of 
the Recreation Reserve for community functions and weekly seasonal gatherings, plans 
for pavilion and facilities improvement, fuel supply and relocation of the CFA shed 
demonstrate the need for pedestrian access. Safe walking along Spring Creek Road 
cannot be assured where the bitumen roadway is the only route. It has little shoulder, 
blind curves and no lighting. Encouraging walking as a healthy lifestyle choice is part of 
the Strathbogie Liveability Plan. 
 
2. STAG submits to Council that the Council Waste and Water Recovery Strategy 2019-
24, under section 223, should bring forward the plan for Tableland wide kerbside waste 
collection from 2020/21. Many Strathbogie Tableland  residents are required to take 
waste long distances for disposal. Roadside, waterway and public space dumping, toxic 
materials burying and incineration are consequences, as is the frequent inappropriate 
and expensive use of the Council supplied Recreation Ground recycling bins.  
 
We would appreciate Council taking our submissions into consideration. 
 
Regards, 
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6.7.3 Australian Rail Track Corporation (ARTC) Inland Rail Project for Euroa 
 
 
Author & Department 
Policy Research and Councillor Support Officer / Innovation and Performance 
Department 
 
Disclosure of Conflicts of Interest in relation to advice provided in this 
report 
The author of this report and officers/contractors providing advice in relation to 
this report do not have a direct or indirect interest, as provided in accordance with 
the Local Government Act 1989. 
 
Summary 
Council has requested an Officer’s report be heard before them to allow Council 
to make a formal resolution in regard to their position for the benefit of 
representing their community on the Inland Rail project for Euroa. 
 
 At Assembly of Council on Tuesday 23rd April 2019 the Policy Research and 
Councillor Support Officer presented an ARTC advocacy report to inform Council 
of recent activity and obtain direction for a response to ARTC.   
 
Items discussed at Assembly of Council included, but was not limited to: 

• Overview of Council meeting with the Hon. Michael McCormack, MP  
Deputy Prime Minister 

• Letter of response from Council to ARTC 
• Thank you letter to the Hon. Michael McCormack, Deputy Prime Minister 
• Follow-up meeting with ARTC Chair the Hon. Warren Truss AC and  
• CEO John Fullerton 
• Follow-up meeting with ARTC Ed Walker, General Manager Victorian 

Projects 
• Council release of the ARTC letter dated 11 April 2019 to the community 

 
It was agreed by Councillors, that the contents of the letter of response to ARTC 
needed to be escalated to a Council Meeting for decision-making to occur 
formally.  
 
On Wednesday 24th April 2019 on page 4 of The Euroa Gazette, ARTC 
advertised a message to the community advising that they are in the process of 
conducting market research to ‘unpack community thinking.’ 
 
On Monday 6th May 2019, ARTC wrote to Council’s Communications Coordinator 
and Manager of Planning and Investment to advise of scheduled advertisements 
in The Euroa Gazette outlining invitations for Expressions of Interest (EOI) for a 
working group in Euroa. Published on Wednesday 8th May 2019, and scheduled 
again for Wednesday 15th May 2019. This action has seized Council’s decision-
making process on the governance of the working group, and presents new 
considerations on the formation and nomination process instead.  
 
On Wednesday 8th May 2019 Council’s Policy Research and Councillor Support 
Officer sought advice from ARTC regarding community engagement sessions at 
a local business in Euroa, which was confirmed to be a focus group conducted by 
a market research firm on behalf of ARTC, which aligned to the advertisement in 
The Euroa Gazette on Wednesday 24th April 2019.  
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6.7.3 Australian Rail Track Corporation (ARTC) Inland Rail Project for Euroa (cont.) 
 
 
On Friday 10th May 2019, Council received a letter of response from the 
Department of Infrastructure, Regional Development and Cities, Executive 
Director of the Inland Rail and Rail Policy Division, Philip Smith dated 30th April 
2019 on behalf of to the Hon. Michael McCormack MP, Deputy Prime Minister 
advising that due to caretaker period, decisions are not made and advice is not 
given, and that the matters Council raised in the meeting with the Deputy Prime 
Minister have been noted. Council will need to wait until the 18th May 2019 to 
ascertain the outcome of the Federal Government Election.   
 
This report aims to provide recommendations for Council to action with ARTC, 
and items to include in a letter of response on behalf of the community. As per 
feedback from Councillors as at 23rd April 2019, the following recommendations 
are made: 
 

 
RECOMMENDATION 

 
That Council formally responds to ARTC’s letter dated 11th April 2019 
with the following recommendations: 
 
1.1 Acknowledge receipt of the ARTC letter dated 11th April 2019. 
 
1.2 Acknowledge ARTC Working Group EOI community advertisement 
in The Euroa Gazette, in accordance with the following statement: 
That ARTC forms and governs the Euroa Inland Rail Project Working 
Group engaging all relevant stakeholders including representatives 
from ARTC, V/Line, VicTrack and VicRoads, the community and 
Council and commits to attendance by senior and appropriately 
qualified staff at meetings to ensure the working group is kept 
informed and briefed adequately, and ensure that questions raised by 
the group are appropriately addressed. 
 
1.3 Advise ARTC of nomination of: 
Cr ……………… and Cr …………….. as members of the Euroa Working 
Group.  
 
1.4 That the ARTC working group explore values and opportunities 
under (but not limited to) the following principles: 
- Functionality of the area around Railway, Binney and Anderson 
Streets 
- Connectivity- what would good connectivity mean for Euroa in this 
area? 
- Visual amenity- what does this involve? 
- Accessibility- what are the requirements here? 
- Safety- how can this be improved for pedestrians, cyclists and 
vehicles? 
- Location- investigating the viability of other geographical locations 
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6.7.3 Australian Rail Track Corporation (ARTC) Inland Rail Project for Euroa (cont.) 
 
 

 
RECOMMENDATION (cont.) 
 
1.5 That ARTC incorporate holistic urban design principles, Council 
strategies and plans including: The Euroa Structure Plan, Euroa 
Neighbourhood Character Study and Urban Design Framework, as well 
as consultation from urban design specialists and feedback from the 
Office of Victorian Government Architects to create design options for 
the Inland Rail Project for Euroa.   
 
1.6 That ARTC undertake broader community consultation once 
Working Group options for the project are drafted, and that the project 
design is finalised with broad community consultation.  
 

  

 
ADVOCACY RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
That Council formally agrees to: 
 
2.1 Schedule and attend an advocacy meeting with ARTC Chairman 
the Hon. Warren Truss AC and CEO John Fullerton to discuss desired 
outcomes for the Euroa Inland Rail Project and dissatisfaction with 
ARTC’s engagement and Anderson Street Bridge designs to date.  
 
2.2 Schedule and attend an advocacy meeting with ARTC General 
Manager Victorian Projects Ed Walker to discuss desired outcomes for 
the Euroa Inland Rail Project, on behalf of the community.  
 
2.3 Continue to work with ARTC and the community to deliver the best 
design outcome for Euroa.  
 

 
 
Background 
As representatives and advocates for our community, Council made a submission 
to ARTC by formal resolution in a letter dated 3rd April 2019 addressed to ARTC 
officers, and copied to the Hon. Michael McCormack, MP Deputy Prime Minister 
and Minister for Infrastructure.  As moved by Council, this letter was published in 
The Euroa Gazette in the Letters to the Editor section for community information 
on Wednesday 16th April 2019 on page 6.  
 
ARTC provided a response letter to Council on Thursday 11th April 2019 
addressed to Mayor Amanda McClaren, addressing each of the six resolutions 
including, but not limited to: the formation of the working group, broader 
community consultation, incorporating holistic urban design principles, urban 
design specialist consultation, Council strategies and plans, and feedback from 
the Office of the Victorian Architects.  
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6.7.3 Australian Rail Track Corporation (ARTC) Inland Rail Project for Euroa (cont.) 
 
 
The response and content of that letter was reviewed for discussion at Assembly 
of Councillors on Tuesday 23rd April, when Councillors agreed for a Council 
officer submission to The Euroa Gazette for public information on Friday 26th April 
2019, which was carried out in consultation with ARTC as a courtesy. The letter 
was published in the Letters to the Editor section of The Euroa Gazette on 
Wednesday 8th May 2019 on page 6.   
 
On Friday 12th April 2019, Mayor Amanda McClaren, Acting CEO Phil Howard, 
DESIGNeuroa advocate Edwina Thompson and Policy Research and Councillor 
Support Officer Katherine Crosbie attended an advocacy meeting in Wodonga, 
Victoria to discuss the ARTC Inland Rail Project for Euroa with the Hon. Michael 
McCormack, MP Deputy Prime Minister; whom prior to caretaker period (Election 
announced 11-04-19) was the Minister for Infrastructure who oversaw ARTC as a 
Government owned Statutory Corporation. The Hon. Michael McCormack, 
Deputy Prime Minister acknowledged Council’s concerns, cited Council’s formal 
submission and ARTC’s letter of response; and suggested that Council meet with 
the ARTC CEO John Fullerton and Board Chair the Hon. Warren Truss AC.  
 
Prior community consultation and feedback  

 
ARTC provided Council officers with technical engineering drawings for comment 
to ARTC in December 2018.  A 10 day turn around to make a technical 
submission was provided by ARTC to which Council officers requested an 
extension of time due to the Christmas closure period for all authorities. 

 
The information provided by ARTC was purely to comment within the scope of 
works at that stage of their project.  Therefore, Council officers were limited by the 
parameters of the technical work of ARTC; however, the officers knew, in their 
professional opinion having regard to previous strategic documents that the 
scope needed to be broader with consideration of urban design, visual amenity, 
connectivity etc. 
 
Council staff met with relevant representative groups to inform them of the scope 
provided to officers and that our technical submission needed to be in-line with 
our community’s thoughts.  
 
Council officers had 3 plans put together to assist in discussions with the 
community. The first plan depicted the works of ARTC, the second plan highlight 
potential issues and finally the third plan for discussion reflected the issues 
removed from plan 2 and expanded the precinct area of ARTC’s scope. All 
discussion and consultation was within the confines of ARTC’s suggested 
preferred solution. No discussion outside this scope was facilitated. 
 
Over 3 evenings, Council representatives (Councillors and staff) were present to 
listen to the community and hear their thoughts; in addition we provided clear 
direction that the community as individuals needed to make a submission direct to 
ARTC to ensure they were heard.  As Council officers, our technical submission 
with covering letter reflected the important components/modifications we heard 
from the community. For example: 
 

 ‘Openness’ no divide between both sides of the track 

 Green open space for public purpose 
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6.7.3 Australian Rail Track Corporation (ARTC) Inland Rail Project for Euroa (cont.) 
 
 

 Pedestrian connections from both sides to ensure access for all abilities and 
most importantly reflect our aged demographic. 

 Emergency Services access to the platform 

 Make use of the disused VicTrack land (Old goods shed) 

 Connection to the main street 

 Improve the visual appearance of the area. 
 

Council officers made their technical submission which we believe reflected what 
we heard but within the scope as required by ARTC. 

 
Council heard our community speak at Officers consultation, ARTC’s consultation 
sessions and Council Meetings.  Council has made the following observations: 

 That ARTC’s initial project approach does not seem to have started by 
exploring current functionality of the existing overpass and surrounding 
precinct and desired outcomes for the same by the community. Perhaps 
understandably ARTC’s initial response does not sufficiently address legacy 
issues created by the current overpass and the consequences on the 
surrounding precinct. 

 That ARTC’s approach to our community has not been satisfactory, and 
therefore, Council will be asking for more in depth consultation from ARTC to 
inform ARTC’s design. 

 That ARTC need to consider the precinct as a whole not just the area of their 
scope of works. 

 That Council need to be strong and clear in what they want for the community. 

 That further consideration of technical work needs to be completed to 
demonstrate that other options i.e. tunnel, can or can’t be ruled out. 

 That VicRoads provide Council with clear direction on their requirements to 
assist Council in weighing up options for ARTC’s project. 

 That the Officers modifications to ARTC’s overpass plan was seen as a 
significant improvement by the majority of those whom viewed it recognizing 
that obviously there will be some amendments required. 

 That upon a design being available that it be submitted to the Office of 
Victorian Government Architects for comment (OVGA) jointly from ARTC and 
Council. 

 
Alternative Options 
No feasible alternative options have been put forward.  
 
Risk Management 
The report is about advocacy and community engagement, therefore there is no 
liability or financial risks as such.  Council needs to carefully consider the next 
steps in the process to ensure the community’s and Council’s concerns are 
addressed by ARTC; or Council risks a poor infrastructure and urban design 
outcome and community dissatisfaction with community advocacy. 
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6.7.3 Australian Rail Track Corporation (ARTC) Inland Rail Project for Euroa (cont.) 
 
 
Strategic Links – policy implications and relevance to Council Plan 
The following Strategic documents are of relevance for the ARTC Inland Rail 
Project.  These documents highlight previous community consultation and views 
captured at the time of consultation.  Upon review, these documents are still 
relevant as captured below. 
 
The Euroa Structure Plan, Final Report 2010, Planisphere, Urban Strategy 
Planners, is a reference document within the Strathbogie Planning Scheme. Page 
6 within the section of What we’ve heard, and additionally again on page 14 
under the heading of Issues, states that there were; poor quality connections 
across the railway line. Page 24, of the ESP supports higher density residential in 
close proximity to the Euroa Railway Station, further emphasising the importance 
of this connection.  Page 28 continues to highlight that the Railway Street – train 
precinct to be made into garden reserve. 
 
There is a strong strategic link to this document and the proposed project by 
ARTC.  Within the Appendix to the ESP, 2010 consultation highlighted the 
following;  
 
The railway underpasses and overpasses create a real and perceived barrier 
between the western and eastern and western sections of the town, potentially 
limiting the accessibility of existing basic and higher order services and facilities 
to the community west of the railway station.  
 
The Euroa Neighbourhood Character Study, 2008, Planisphere, Urban 
Strategy Planners, listed as a reference document within the Strathbogie 
Planning Scheme, highlights that; views to the railway overpass were frequently 
emphasized as a negative feature of the character of some parts of the township.  
Furthermore the community views were captured and this highlighted what was 
important to them, one item was Proximity to shops, parks and the railway station. 
 
The Urban Design Framework, Connell Wagner, July 2003 listed as a reference 
document within the Strathbogie Planning Scheme.   Page 10, quote the 
following; 
On the north western corner of the Euroa town centre, the overpass which leads 
The Shepparton-Mansfield Road over the North Easter Railway has created two 
Hazardous intersections. The intersections occur near the top of the overpass 
Where ramps from Railway Street and a railway station service road intersect 
With the Shepparton-Mansfield Road. The hazard is due to short sight distances 
Onto a climbing and curving road. The ramp which connects Railway Street with 
The overpass could be eliminated with negligible effect on traffic movement in the 
Area. Removal of the ramp would remove a constraint on development and 
Improvement of the western end of Railway Street and create the opportunity for 
parking improvements and a town edge small park. 
 
Best Value / National Competition Policy (NCP) / Competition and Consumer 
Act 2010 (CCA) implications 
The author of this report considers that the report is consistent with Best Value, 
National Competition Policy and Competition and Consumer Act requirements. 
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6.7.3 Australian Rail Track Corporation (ARTC) Inland Rail Project for Euroa (cont.) 
 
 
Financial / Budgetary Implications 
The author of this report considers there are no capital or recurrent budget 
considerations.  However, should Council decide to engage external expertise, 
this will need to be costed and reported appropriately. 
 
Economic Implications 
The Inland Rail Project with the re configuration of the Anderson Street overpass 
has the potential to create significant economic enhancements for Euroa if 
considered carefully.  These works have potential to place the township of Euroa 
in a far greater position to capture people passing the town via road or train to 
stay or visit Euroa as a destination of choice by enhancing a railway precinct to 
bring greater community economic benefit. 
 
Environmental / Amenity Implications 
The Inland Rail project (Anderson Street overpass) has an opportunity to clean up 
an unsightly piece of land i.e. VicTrack land with old goods shed.  This precinct 
has the opportunity to be created into a useable space for potential car parking, 
community hub, arts and cultural precinct as reflected in several strategic studies. 
 
Conversely, should the ARTC project be delivered poorly this would result in 
adverse amenity impacts. 
 
Community Implications 
The author of this report considers that the recommendation has significant 
community implications for Council and the broader community.  Council’s 
decision to act is in the best interest of the community to achieve an acceptable 
outcome to a Federal Government project is of utmost importance. 
 
Victorian Charter of Human Rights and Responsibilities Act 2006 
The author of this report considers that the recommendation does not limit any 
human rights under the Victorian Charter of Human Rights and Responsibilities 
Act 2006. 
 
Legal / Statutory Implications 
The author of this report considers that the recommendation has no legal or 
statutory implications which require the consideration of Council. 
 
Consultation 
The author of this report considers that the matter under consideration warrants 
significant community consultation.  As highlighted within the Strategic Links 
section of the report. The community’s views have not altered in relation to the 
railway station precinct.  Therefore, it is important that Council continue to 
advocate strongly representing their community’s views. 
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6.7.3 Australian Rail Track Corporation (ARTC) Inland Rail Project for Euroa (cont.) 

 
 
Attachments 

 Strathbogie Shire Council’s formal submission to ARTC dated 3rd April 2019 
by Mayor Amanda McClaren 

 ARTC Inland Rail Project response letter to Council dated 11th April 2019 

 The Euroa Gazette publication of Council’s formal submission to ARTC 
featured in the Letters to the Editor Section on Wednesday 17th April 2019 

 The Euroa Gazette publication of ARTC’s advertisement dated Wednesday 
24th April 2019 

 The Euroa Gazette publication of ARTC’s response letter to Council featured 
in the Letters to the Editor Section on Wednesday 8th May 2019 

 The Euroa Gazette publication of ARTC’s advertisement dated Wednesday 
8th May 2019 

 ARTC Inland Rail Project for Euroa EOI advertisement emailed to Council 
Monday 6th May 2019 

 The Euroa Gazette publication of ARTC’s EOI advertisement dated 
Wednesday 8th May 2019 

 Letter to Council dated 30th April 2019 by Philip Smith, Executive Director of 
Inland Rail and Rail Policy at the Department of Infrastructure, Regional 
Development and Cities. 
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7. URGENT BUSINESS 
 
8. CLOSURE OF MEETING TO THE PUBLIC TO CONSIDER MATTERS 

LISTED FOR CONSIDERATION IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 
89(2) OF THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT 1989 

 
9. CONFIRMATION OF ‘CLOSED PORTION’ DECISION/S 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
THERE BEING NO FURTHER BUSINESS, THE MEETING CLOSED AT ………..... P.M. 
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